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 www.christchurchschenctady.org 

Ph (518) 374-3064 
Fx (518) 374-3071 

 
 
 

�� �!� "#�$! �! �
 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 I just saw a bumper sticker that said, “Consider 
Whirled Peas.”  It was among other bumper stickers 
that made it hard to determine whether the car’s owner 
had any clear philosophy of life.  Whirled Peas…  Now 
that we’ve considered it, let’s consider two things we 
all want and need:  grace and peace. 
 In every letter attributed to Paul in the New 
Testament, he wishes his fellow saints “grace and 
peace.”  Here are a few 
examples:  
 

“Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  
(Romans 1:7) 

“Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  
(I Corinthians 1:3, II 

Corinthians 1:2, Ephesians 
1:2, Philippians 1:2) 

 

 Paul was not one to waste words.  His 
greetings at the beginning of each of his letters reflected 
the protocols and patterns of written correspondence in 
his day, but the particular expression of “grace and 
peace” at the start of each letter seemed to convey a 
greater spiritual truth than a mere sentiment or 
perfunctory greeting.  Could it be that these two simple 
words were central to Paul’s gospel message?  Could it 
be that these words summarize the plethora of other 
words that Paul would use to speak of the saving work 
of Jesus Christ?   
 Let’s start with “grace.”  Grace refers to 
undeserved favor; specifically the undeserved favor that 
we receive from God.  Even more specifically, though 
our sins separate us from God, God still gave his Son to 
die for our sins so that we could be with God.  “God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:18)  The 
dictionary has many definitions of the word “grace.”  
But the grace of God is perfectly and uniquely defined 
by the fullness of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection for 

us.  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men.” (Titus 2:11)  There is no worldly 
substitute. 
 Then there’s “peace.”  In the context of 
Scripture, peace is not characterized by a lack of 
conflict, such as the vague and idyllic notion of “world 
peace.”  Rather, the peace of God is a state of being 
available to every follower of Jesus Christ by faith.  
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-7)  “Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace.” 
(Col. 3:15)    

“So what?” you might ask.  
Here’s the point:  If God 
made us in his image to 
reflect his nature as the 
Scriptures declare, then you 
and I don’t even come close 
in our day-to-day, moment-
by-moment lives.  A sparkle 

of kindness here, a moment of compassion there and 
then suddenly an unkind word to the #*!@#! that cut in 
front of you and its down the chute in our cosmic 
“Chutes and Ladders” game of life.  Your peace is gone 
and you need that divine favor that you don’t deserve 
all over again.  
 I speak to far too many people that live in fear 
of God’s judgment because they don’t believe they are 
worthy of his love.  Perhaps you are one of them.  The 
truth is, we ALL need God’s grace and peace.  I think 
Paul knew that.  I think they are the keys to living what 
we call the Christian life.  Belief, repentance, 
redemption, sanctification, atonement – all wrapped up 
in the context of grace and peace.  Never mind “whirled 
peas” and let the beauty pageant contestants consider 
“world peace.”  But as for you and me, let us consider 
the “grace and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 Grace and peace to you…  



         
 

 
 

March 28 Palm Sunday  8:00 am 
10:30 am 

Procession of Palms and Holy Eucharist  
Bishop Love’s Visitation, Procession of Palms 
and Holy Eucharist 

March 31 Holy Wednesday 12:10 pm Holy Eucharist 
April 1 Maundy Thursday 6:00 pm Seder followed by Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
April 2 Good Friday Noon 

7:00 pm 
Public Stations of the Cross 
Message of the Cross, Stations of the Cross 
Holy Eucharist 

April 3 Holy Saturday  9:00 am 
7:30 pm 

Morning Prayer  
Easter Vigil 

April 4 Easter Sunday  10:20 am  Resurrection Celebration 
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In March, we relish the signs of spring and eagerly await the Resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior. We also recognize National Cover the Uninsured Week, thus I 
wanted to talk about the Role of the Church in the Lives of our Brothers and 
Sisters without adequate Health Insurance. 
 
Throughout all of Scripture, our God exhorts us to work for justice and respond to 
persons who have been negatively impacted by health, resources, or 
circumstances. In Psalm 140, we are encouraged that God is concerned and 
secures justice for the poor, and that in terms of our responsibility,  "...He who 
oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the 
needy honors God" (Prov. 14:31). These themes are continued in the New 
Testament both in terms of God blessing the poor (Luke 6:20), and our lineage as 
Christ's ambassadors to  "' ... preach the good news to the poor" (Matt. 11:5). 
 
Fast Facts on the Underinsured 

· Over 45 million people in the US have no or  inadequate health 
insurance, with the   majority of these persons being women and 
children 

· In America today, farmers are the largest occupational group that is 
uninsured or underinsured for health expenses. 

· 85% of underinsured families have one or more working adults 
· Our current system (which is more of a disease system than a health 

care system) excels at new treatments and technology, but doesn't 
address lifestyle modifications (which are linked to chronic illness 60% 
of the time). 

 
OK, But What Can We Do? 
 
There are several different actions we can take to respond in love to our less 
fortunate brothers and sisters; actions we can take as individuals, groups or as a 
faith community. 

· Reconsider our church as a health place and recommit to the healing 
ministry of the church 

· Discover the persons in our church 
who are underinsured, and 
consider assisting them to locate 
and afford health insurance 

· Encourage elected officials to 
advocate for a basic package of 
health care for all persons, 
regardless of their ability to pay, 
and to assist employers to be able 
to offer affordable health insurance 

 
If you or someone you know struggles with covering health expenses, please see 
the parish nurses. We have some resources that we can share with you.  
Your Parish Nurses, 
 

Sheila Smith  Chris Dussault 
Jay Loveless  Vivette Ram  
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We will glorify God in choir this Easter.  Choir 
Practice will be held after church on March 14, 
21, & 28 and on Holy Saturday at 9:30 am.  
Those who are interested please see Dave Hart 
or Louise Popa. 
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1    Heather Kaminsky 
6    Kay Jones 
8    Chuck Baumgartner 
10   Natasha Wright 
12   Elizabeth Hundley 
14   Myra Andresen 
14   Chris Yost 
17   Landon Henges 
18   Jon Klink 
20   Joe Popa 
21   Jacqueline Benn 

21   Mark Chesnut  
21  Chuck Rinaldo 
23  Jacob Klink 
23  Jay Loveless 
25  Larry Hubert 
26  Andrew Carlson 
26  Ben Carlson 
28  Leah Gerlach 
30  Michael Chesney 
31 Shawn Harrington  
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  1 Doris and Dave Carlson 
10 Bridget and Dick Peters 
15 Elaine and Tom Carrubba 
21         Deborah & John Preston 
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Small Group at the Andresens’ meets at 1204 
Rugby Road from 7:00 - 9:00 pm for Bible 
study.  For more information contact Myra at 
372-0935.   
 

Small Group at the Bissells’ meets at 830 
Bedford Road at 7 pm for Bible study.  For more 
information contact Torre at 374-5305 or 
torre.bissell@verizon.net.   
 

,�����������	�
Women’s Bible Study and Prayer Group meets 
every Wednesday at 9:30 am.    For more 
information and location of the meetings, 
contact Jean Bissell at 374-5305 or 
torre.bissell@verizon.net. 



  

 
Copyright 2005 Jonny Hawkins.  Reprinted from Leadership. 
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Flowers and plants may be given in memory/honor of a loved one(s).  A 
form is included below.  In order for the names to appear on the 
“Flower” list for the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, the form must be 
returned to the Church Office no later than Monday, March 29th.  The 
form may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the Church Office.  
The flower offering will be used for Easter flowers and plants and other 
Altar Guild expenses. 
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The Easter Offering will go to Capital Improvements.  A form for 
special Easter giving is included below.  Please use the form provided or 
simply mark “Easter Offering” in the memo section of your check.  The 
form may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the Church Office. 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The following dates are available for Altar 
flowers:  
  
 April 18, 25 
 May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 June 6, 13, 20, 27 
 July 4, 11, 18, 25 
 August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 September 5, 12, 19, 26 
 October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
 November 7, 14, 21, 28 
 December 5, 12, 19 
The cost of the flowers is $30. 

 
SANCTUARY CANDLE 

The following dates are available for the 
Sanctuary 
Candle:   
 March 7, 14, 21, 28 
 April 4, 11, 18, 25 
 May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 June 6, 20, 27 
 July 4, 11, 18, 25 
 August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 September 5, 12, 19, 26 
 October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
 November 7, 14, 21, 28 
 December 5, 12, 19 
 

The cost of the sanctuary candle is $10. 
 

If you are interested in altar flowers and/or a 
sanctuary candle, please call the church 

office at 374-3064. 
 

�    �    �                                     �    �    �                                     �    �    �  
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  The Rev. N. Bradley Jones, Rector 
  The Rev. Peter Schofield, Priest Associate 
  The Rev. Howard Smith, Deacon 
  The Rev. Larry Hubert, Deacon 
  The Rev. Neal Longe, Deacon 
  Ms. Carol Yezzo, Treasurer 
  Dr. Peter Andresen, Banner 
  Dr. Chris Hardy, Banner 
  Mr. Fernando Gomes, Banner 
  Mrs. Louise Popa, Banner 
  Mrs. Hilda Hardy, Organist 
  Mrs. Barbara Stott Ayers, Organist 
   
  Vestry: 
 Dave Carlson, Senior Warden 
 Dick Peters, Junior Warden 
 Robert Ballard 

Doris Carlson 
Linda Davis 

 Chris Hardy 
 Dave Hart 
 Jerusha Hubert 
 Dan Popa 
 Sheila Smith 
 Carol Yezzo 
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